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MALACOLOGIA 3

Cypraea tigris ridleyi
(Gastropoda: Cypraeidae: Cypraeinae)

new subspecie from Surigao del Norte, Mindanao, Philippines.

Luigi Bozzetti, Marco Chiapponi, Elisa Bozzetti.
email: Ibozzetti@tiscali.it, marco@chiapponi.com, elisabozzetti@libero.it
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ABSTRACT:

Cypraea tigris ridleyi ssp.n. is described from
Surigao del Norte, Mindanao, Philippines. The
new subspecies is distinguished from the nomi-
nate subspecies C. tigris tigris Linnaeus, 1758
and the other subspecies. All the specimens
were dived at about 20 m depth.

SYSTEMATICS:

Family: Cypraeidae Rafinesque, 1815
Subfamily: Cypraeinae Rafinesque, 1815
Genus: Cypraea Linnaeus 1758
Type Species: Cypraea tigris Linnaeus 1758
Nominal Subspecies: Cypraea tigris tigris
Linnaeus 1758
Cypraea tigris ridleyi ssp. n.

TYPE MATERIAL:

LOCUS TYPICUS:
All the specimens are from Surigao del Norte,
Mindanao, Philippines.

DESCRIPTION:

This subspecies is characterized by its small size
for the genus, between 50 and 65 mm; it weighs
particularly heavily, between 32,0 and 67.4 g. It
has a strong callosity on both sides and on the
posterior area where it covers the protoconch. A
more or less pronounced depression on the col-
umellar side of the base. The labial teeth do not
extend onto the base and are partially absent on
the columellar side of the base. The columellar
teeth are very short and more evident in the cen-
tral part, numbering 15-21; the labial teeth num-
bering 17-21. The aperture is narrower anteriorly,
slightly sinusoidal; the fossula is clearly visible
and denticulate. The ground color is whitish, with
the dorsum and sides covered with round
brown/black spots; the pattern is, however,

Type Lenght - Width - Height - Labral — Colum. - Wheight - gr Shell Formala by Lorenz & Bridges: Owner
‘mm mm mm n® n° LOW/L-WL-HWILTal: CTallmR]
Holotype 596 452 332 19 18 67,35 60(76-56-T3)15:14]25,7] CLSF 10096
Lecon
Paratype 1 60,5 452 32,7 1] 18 61,20 61(75-54-T2)14:14[23,4] CLSF 10097
Lecon
Paratype 2 582 422 302 17 15 5526 SB(73-52-72)14:12125.4] CLSF 10102
Lecen
Paratype 3 525 410 286 17 15 49,40 S3(78-54-T14:13[27.4] CLSF 10103
Lecco
Paratype 4 579 “s na2 17 17 66,01 SB(7T7-S6-T2)14.14[27.2] CLSF 10104
Leceo
Paratype S 556 “s 26 17 15 5545 S6(81-59-73)14:12[23.3] Bozzetti Minne
Baratype 6 8.5 a8 342 6 17 5385 S9(73-58-80)6:14{21.5) Bozzetti Miane
Paratype 7 60,2 “7 322 20 2 59.94 S0(74-53-72)15:16{23.6] Bazzetti Miano
Paratype 8 98 436 23 21 20 36,48 S0(73-54-74)16:15[22.9] CLSF 10108
Leccn
Paratype 9 256 436 320 20 19 46,86 56(78-58-73)16:15|20.6] CLSF 10109
Lecen
Paratype 10 571 433 ne 1 17 s9.11 S7(76-54-72)15:14(26.3) CLSF 10110
Lecco
Paratype 11 575 405 ns 17 18 3198 SB{70-55-79)14:14]14,7] CLSF 10111

Plus 9 additional Paratypes in Mr.Thierry Vulliet's collection. Shell Formula: 58(75-55-73)14:14[23,5]
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MALACOLOGIA

Paratype 1 : dorsum, base and sides

extremely variable. White base, a more or less
marked dark spot repeats the pattern of the sides
on the central area of the columellar side. Soft
parts unknown. All the types are fully developed
adults.

DISCUSSION:

The new subspecies differs from the known forms
and subspecies of Cypraea tigris in the charac-
teristics described above.

With specific reference to Felix Lorenz's Guide,
Vol. 1, Page 282, other differences are also high-
lighted in the table below:

DERIVATIO NOMINIS:

The new subspecies is named in honor of Ridely
Ou-Pane, beloved grandson of the Australian
dealer Thierry Vulliet who provided the material
for the study.
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r Species Subspecies Area Average_size Shell formula by Lorenz &
range - mm Bridges

tigris tigris Tanzania 65-102 91(65-54-79)14:141 3.3

_tigris pardalis Indonesia 58-84 82(69-54-78)14:14[13,8]
tigris schilderiana Hawaii 105-120 118(70-56-80)14:14{11.7] B
tigris lorenzi Marguesas 72-87 79(75-55-74)14:14[1 9,01 J
tigris ridleyi Surigao del 50-65 58(75-55-73)14:14[23,5]

Norte
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Paratype 2 : dorsum, base and sides
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| depositi

problemi per tutti i collezionisti

Quello dei depositi & il maggior problema per ogni collezioni-
sta: cantine, garage, soffitte etc.

Anche per il Museo Malacologico il problema esiste soprat-
tutto per i dodici milioni di conchiglie non esposte. Scaffali e
soprattutto scatole sono la soluzione migliore, soprattutto se
all'esterno viene indicato il contenuto.

Il Museo di Parigi ha addirittura dovuto trasferire i despositi a
oltre 500 chilometri di distanza: a Lione!

La cosa piu importante & quella di salvaguardare le conchi-
glie da fonti di calore, di umidita e soprattutto dalla luce
diretta.

| depositi non devono essere considerati un fatto negativo,
ma una riserva per materiale di studio, e come tale devono
essere tenuti in ordine e non devono essere abbandonati e
sé stessi.
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